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ENERGY TRANSFORMATION TASKFORCE 
Statement by Minister for Energy 

MR W.J. JOHNSTON (Cannington — Minister for Energy) [2.07 pm]: I rise today to congratulate the 
Energy Transformation Taskforce, which concluded its two-year tenure last week. The McGowan Labor government 
established the task force in 2019 to deliver the government’s energy transformation strategy and respond to 
the unprecedented changes in Western Australia’s energy sector. WA’s energy sector is experiencing a rapid 
transformation, with one in three households now having rooftop solar panels and continuing strong growth in 
large-scale wind and solar farms. Although this transition provides the opportunity for Western Australians to enjoy 
low-cost and low-emission electricity, the pace of transition poses challenges to our power system. When I became 
Minister for Energy, the Australian Energy Market Operator warned that if these challenges were left unaddressed, 
they could cause system blackouts as early as 2022. The task force has addressed these challenges and achieved 
the following milestones. It released the Distributed energy resources roadmap to manage the rapid growth of 
rooftop solar systems in the power system, with actions through to 2024. It developed a whole-of-system plan that 
provides different scenarios of how WA’s main electricity grid might look in the next 20 years and the “no regrets” 
investments we can make now. It redesigned the wholesale electricity market to improve power system security 
and efficiency and improve network access for new, largely renewable generators. I am confident Energy Policy WA 
is now well prepared to lead the next stage of the energy transformation and focus on integrating new technology 
into the power system. On behalf of the McGowan Labor government, I congratulate the Energy Transformation 
Taskforce of Katharine McKenzie, Brett Sadler, Kate Ryan, Michael Court and independent chair Stephen Edwell 
for their tremendous work in preparing for the imminent challenges as we navigate towards a high-renewable 
energy future.  
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